PROJECT PLANNING FORM

	Project title:                 Raising Chickens
Teacher(s):                 Mr. Gregory & Mr. Tisbert 
School:                      Wood Hill Middle School  
Grade level(s):                           7th 
Subject:                       Science, Engineering, English  


	


STANDARDS-FOCUSED
PROJECT BASED LEARNING
Buck Institute for Education

Begin with the End in Mind

	Summarize the theme for this project. Why do this project? 

Learning everything there is to know about raising chickens: 

coups (design and construction)

Breeds

Nourishment
Growth rates

Behaviors



	Identify the content standard that students will learn in this project (two to three per subject).

Science – germs, animal behavior, nourishment

Math - graphing, data collection, economics
Engineering – design and construction

English – presentation skills/ writing


	Identify key skills students will learn in this project.

List only those skills you plan to assess (two to four per person).

Writing assignment
Graphing and summaries

Design, construction, Measurements



	Identify the habits of mind that students will practice in this project (one to two per project).

Appreciation of farming and raising care animals
Where we get our food

Careful planning (design for adequate spacing, temperature, safety of the chickens)



· Does the project meet the criteria for standards-focused PBL?
Craft the Driving Question

	State the essential question or problem statement for the project. The statement should encompass all project content and outcomes, and provide a central focus for student inquiry.

What are the fundamental requirements for successful animal husbandry?



· Have you posed an authentic problem or significant question that engages students and requires core subject knowledge to solve or answer?
Plan the Assessment

	Step 1: Define the products for the project. What will you assess?

	Early in the Project:

Coup design 

Report on a chosen breed


	During the Project:

Build the coup

Graph weight gain and growth



	End of the Project:

Study of economics of costs and revenues (excel)
Document with video planning and PowerPoints



Plan the Assessment (2)

	Step 2: State the criteria for exemplary performance for each product:

	Product:

Coup design 

Criteria:

Quality diagram with appropriate measurements


	Product:

Report on a chosen breed

Criteria:

PowerPoint – describing characteristics of the breed, laying frequency, behaviors


	Product:

Build the coup

Criteria:

Quality construction, safety from predators, appropriate heat and light fixtures


	Product: 
Graph weight gain and growth
Criteria:

Excel graph – weight in grams over a ten week growth period, appropriately labeled



Product:

Study of economics of costs and revenues

Criteria:

Excel – profit and loss statement (including costs and revenues) in a proper accounting format

Product:

Document with video and PowerPoints

Criteria:

Web based presentation to share information about the project across the district which is clear and informative
· Do the products and criteria align with the standards and outcomes for the project?
Map the Project

	What do students need to know and be able to do to complete the tasks successfully? How and when will they learn the necessary knowledge and skills? Look at one major product for the project and analyze the tasks necessary to produce a high-quality product.

	

	KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS NEEDED

ALREADY HAVE LEARNED

TAUGHT BEFORE THE PROJECT

TAUGHT DURING THE PROJECT

1. Graphing 
X
2. Coup Design
X
3. Hammering, sawing, and nailing (construction)
X
4. Scale usage and calibration
X
5. Knowledge of chicken breeds
X
6. Team work 
X
7. Video documentation – identified students interested in documenting project
X
8. Creating presentations such as PowerPoint
X
9. The importance of keeping to a schedule for chickens health and growth
X
10. Understanding the importance of cleanliness and washing hands  
X
11. 


	What project tools will you use?

□ Know/need to know lists

□ Daily goal sheet

□ Journals

□ Briefs

□ Task lists

□ Problem logs

□ Weight charts 
□ ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Hammers, nails, saws  
□ Recycled wood 
□ Chicken food, water, feeders, lights
□ Coup Plan
□ ________________________________



	


· Do the products and tasks give all students the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned?
Map the Project (2)

	List the key dates and important milestones for this project.
Mid September - Project overview meetings
Mid September – research chicken breeds/ care and feeding

Late September – Create weight charts

Late September – Order chickens and assign teams

Late September – Assign project documentation team and begin videotaping     
Late September – Set up small cages in green house for chicks

Early October – create coup design

All of October – Coup construction
Early November – Move chicks to coups/ regulate heat and light

September, October, November – chart weight daily
Mid November – Find buyers for 12 week old chickens

Early December – Sell chickens

Early December – Calculate profit or loss on project

December - Develop website and produce documentation


	


Manage the Process

	List preparations necessary to address needs for differentiated instruction for ESL students, special-needs students, or students with diverse learning styles.

	How will you and your students reflect on and evaluate the project?
□ Class discussion
□ Fishbowl
□ Student-facilitated formal debrief
□ Teacher-led formal debrief
□ Student-facilitated formal debrief
□ Individual evaluations
□ Group evaluations
□ Other:

□



