HOB Project
Music Component-
Students will

· Listen to and analyze Blues music and other types of songs that focus on making a change in, or reflecting the social conditions of the time period.

· Choose a song that reflects the social conditions of its time period to demonstrate how the arts can be used to reflect or influence societal change.  Students will create their own cover of the song.

OR
· Learn to write their own 12 bar blues with lyrics that reflect or attempt to influence a change in social conditions of the time period they choose.  Blues pieces will be performed on electric guitar, bass, drums, keyboard and any other instruments that are available in the groups.

Art Component-
Students will:

· Examine art work from the Great Depression era, focusing on the African American response to social conditions and the need for change.

· Brainstorm what they would like to see changed in our society and brainstorm ideas for visual representation of the issue they’ve decided on.

· Create a piece of visual art to represent the issue. They will choose from several mediums or from mixed media.

Literature/History Component-

Students will:

· Investigate literature and poetry of social reform from the 19th & 20th centuries

· Choose an author/poet and an example of their work that reflects or interprets the 
  social issues of their time

· Write a short (one paragraph) bio. of the author/poet and excerpt a portion of the writing that captures the message of the selected piece,






OR

· Create an original poem that reflects or interprets a current need for social reform

· Share social reform literature and poetry in a Reader’s Theater performance.

Photo Essay Component-
In pairs or small groups, students will research and analyze photographs that relate the history of the Civil Rights movement.  These photographs will date from the 1860’s up until the 1960’s.  One student will be responsible for writing a short, factual explanation of the event or person in their photograph, and the other student/students in the group will be responsible for writing a short fictional essay or letter inspired by the event or person.  At the end of the project, all the photographs will be assembled in chronological order, and will provide viewers with a photographic and literary storytelling of this part of the African American experience.

